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Non-technical Summary 

 
This document sets out the results of the screening stage of a Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) (also known as Appropriate Assessment) for the Dartmoor National 
Park Management Plan (2014-2019).  HRA is required of all plans that may have a 
significant effect on one or more ‘European Sites’ (Natura 2000) and which are not 
necessary for the management of the site. The purpose of HRA is to determine whether 
or not significant effects are likely and suggest ways to avoid such effects. 
 
Part 1 sets out an introduction to Habitats Regulations Assessment, its purpose and the 
methodology adopted here for the screening stage of the HRA process.  
 
Part 2 contains the coarse and detailed screening of the National Park Management 
Plan Ambitions; These establish whether the Management Plan might have any ‘Likely 
Significant Effects’ (LSEs) on any European Site inside or within a 12km radius of the 
Management Plan boundary.  The screening is of the Management Plan Ambitions for 
the period 2014-19 against the conservation objectives of the European Sites.  
 
‘In Combination Effects’ of the Management Plan with other plans (both within Dartmoor 
National Park and those of adjoining authorities) are also considered.   The screening 
stage is used to determine whether a full Appropriate Assessment would be required for 
the Plan.  
 
Appendix 1 provides details of qualifying features, vulnerabilities and the conservation 
objectives for  each of the European Sites included in the screening. 
 
No Likely Significant Effects (LSEs) on the conservation objectives of the European 
Sites included in this screening process were identified.   There is therefore no 
requirement to progress to the next stage of a full Habitats Regulations Assessment 
(Appropriate Assessment) and the Dartmoor National Park Management Plan can be 
adopted and delivered in accordance with the Habitats Regulations 2010. 
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Part 1: Context 

 
1.1  Introduction 
 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of land use plans is required under the 
European Communities (1992) Council Directive 92/43/EEC (the ‘Habitats Directive’), 
transposed into UK law by The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
(the ‘Habitats Regulations). 
 
HRA provides for the protection of ‘European Sites’ (also known as ‘Natura 2000’ or 
‘N2K’ sites), these are sites which are of exceptional importance in respect of rare, 
endangered or vulnerable natural habitats and species within the European Community. 
Such sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), which comprise 25,452ha 
(totalling 27%) of Dartmoor National Park. 
 
This report sets out the results of the HRA screening stage of the Dartmoor National 
Park Management Plan (2014 – 2019). 
 
1.2  Methodology 
 
The purpose of HRA is to ensure that significant effects on European Sites are avoided. 
The process is carried out in respect of the ‘Conservation Objectives’ for which a 
European Site has been designated and its integrity in relation to its ability to support 
these objectives.  
 

1.2.1  Guidance 

 
The Habitats Directive and Regulations do not specify how assessment should be 
undertaken.  The methodology for this report is therefore based on the approach set out 
in the DCLG draft guidance document Planning for the Protection of European  Sites: 
Appropriate Assessment (2006); the European Commission document Assessment of 
plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 European Sites (2001) and the 
RSPB guidance The Appropriate Assessment of Spatial Plan in England (2007). It is 
also guided by the approach of the assessment of the Regional Spatial Strategy and 
guidance produced by Natural England The Habitats Regulations Assessment of Local 
Development Documents (D Tyldesley and Associates, Feb 2009). 
  
The DCLG draft guidance sets out three main tasks: 
 
 Screening likely significant effects (LSEs): The purpose of screening (this stage) is 
to establish whether any European Sites might be exposed to LSEs and therefore for 
the Dartmoor National Park Authority (as the ‘competent authority’) to determine 
whether further stages of HRA would be required.  It is considered important that the 
precautionary principle is used in assessing whether effects may be significant, meaning 
that where there is uncertainty in the possible effects it should be assessed in more 
detail.  When considering the significance of effects, it is also important to regard the 
probability of the impact, the duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact.       
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 Appropriate assessment and ascertaining the effect on site integrity:  Where 
significant effects are present (or possible, having applied the precautionary principle) 
more detailed evidence is necessary to determine the impact of effects.  The 
appropriate assessment must at this stage consider whether the plan has an adverse 
effect on the integrity of the European Site.       
 
 Mitigation measures and alternative solutions:  where a plan option has been 
found to have adverse effects on the integrity of a European Sites such effects should 
be mitigated.  Mitigation should aim to fully cancel out any negative effects, where this is 
not possible the option should not be pursued other than for imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest (IROPI).      
 
This report sets out the first task, the screening of likely significant effects, as follows: 
 
 

Identifying the European Sites potentially affected, qualifying features, 
conservation objectives,  

and the vulnerabilities/sensitivities of each European Site  
↓ 

Identifying other plans and programmes, that may have an impact on  
European Sites  

↓ 
Identifying possible effects of the plan aims on the European Sites  

↓ 
Assessing whether possible effects could arise as a  

result of specific plan ambitions alone or in combination with relevant plans and 
projects (coarse and detailed screening)  

↓ 
Assessing the significance of effects of plan ambitions against the  

conservation objectives of the European Sites and identifying  
whether a full Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment) is 

required for the Management Plan  
 

1.2.2  Scope of the screening 

 
Guidance states that the scope of the screening must consider an appropriate level of 
information.  It states that it would be best practice to collect information in relation to: 
 
 European Sites within and outside the plan to a radius of 12km that are potentially 
affected 
 the characteristics of these European Sites 
 their conservation objectives 
 other relevant plans and projects. 
 
Table 1 lists the European Sites that are inside or within 12 km of the boundary of the 
Dartmoor National Park Management Plan.  The location of these is shown in Figure 1. 
Details of qualifying features, conservation objectives, vulnerabilities/sensitivities are 
included in Appendix 1.   Natural England has requested that marine European Sites are 
included particularly on the basis that Dartmoor National Park is a watershed and as 
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such there is a causal link and potential for management changes here to affect 
downstream locations, including the coast and marine environment. 
 
Table 1:  European Sites that could be potentially affected by the Dartmoor National Park 
Management Plan (2014-2019) 

 
Name of European Site Reasons for Designation 

European Sites within Dartmoor National Park:  

Dartmoor SAC   
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix,  
European dry heaths. 
 Blanket bogs.  
Old sessile oak woodlands with Ilex and Blechnum 
in the British Isles Southern damselfly Coenagrion 
mercuriale;  
Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar. 
Otter Lutra lutra. 

South Dartmoor Woods SAC Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in 
the British Isles 

South Hams SAC Caves not open to the public, and Greater 
horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum 

European Sites within 12 km of Dartmoor 
National Park Management Plan boundary: 

 

Culm Grasslands SAC Molina meadows 
North Atlantic wet heaths with Erica textralix 
Marsh fritillary butterfly Euphydryas aurinia  

Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA Internationally important populations of Pied avocet 
Recurvirostra avosetta and Little Egret Egretta 
garzetta 

Exe Estuary SPA Pied avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 

 
Plymouth Sound and Estuary SAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sandbanks which are slightly covered by seawater 
all the time. 
Estuaries.  
Mudlflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at 
low tide. 
Large shallow inlets and bays. 
Atlantic Salt Meadows. 
Reefs. 
Shore dock. 
Allis shad. 
 

Marine European Sites within 12km of Dartmoor 
National Park Management Plan boundary 

 

Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone  SAC, 
cSAC, SCI 
 

Inshore Upstanding Reefs 
Offshore Upstanding Reefs 
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Figure 1.  Map showing location of European Sites within and outside the Dartmoor 
National Park Management Plan area within a radius of 12 km. 
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1.2.3  Relevant plans and projects 

 
Habitats Regulations Assessment must consider at the screening stage, the impact of 
cumulative ‘in combination effects’ of the Management Plan with other relevant plans or 
proposals on European Sites being assessed.    
 
Following the revocation of Regional Strategies the ‘Duty to Co-operate’ (a provision of 
the Localism Act 2011) will form an important aspect of assessing and mitigating cross 
boundary in combination effects with adjoining authorities.   
 
In this respect the South Hams SAC is worthy of particular attention.  This SAC is 
composed of several separate but linked SSSIs; roost sites have been identified and 
designated as a single SAC, however their existence is dependent on the surrounding 
countryside for flyways and foraging areas.  These sites and areas span five local 
planning authorities.  Guidance has been prepared by Natural England to assist the 
authorities in applying a comprehensive and consistent approach to the protection of the 
South Hams SAC.  Furthermore, the five authorities are currently working together with 
a specialist bat consultant with a view to achieving better cross-boundary working and a 
full understanding of potential in combination effects.   
 
Guidance states that only those plans that are relevant should be included in the 
screening process.  To be relevant to the in combination effect the residual effects of 
other plans or projects will need to either make the unlikely effects of the other plan 
likely, or insignificant effects of the plan significant.  Plans and projects identified as 
relevant to the DNPMP screening are considered in Section 2 (Table 8).     
 

1.2.4  Screening 

 
Screening is being completed as a two stage process:   
 
Coarse screening considers the vulnerabilities of each European Site (as defined in 
Table 2 below) and what potential effects may be damaging to the site, this then 
‘screens out’ ambitions that clearly have no possible negative significant effects.  
Counteracting measures should be identified in order to amend the plan and mitigate 
against the most significant negative impacts of the remaining ambitions. Ambitions 
which have not been screened out feed into the final ‘detailed screening’. 
   
Detailed screening assesses the possible effects of each ambition on the specific 
conservation objectives of the European Sites, the significance of such an effect and the 
degree of risk of it occurring. It will also regard the effect in combination with other plans 
and projects. Ambitions which have not been screened out at this stage would then be 
subject to a full assessment.  If all ambitions are screened out then there is no 
requirement to progress to the full Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate 
Assessment).   
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1.2.5 Potential site vulnerabilities 

 
The South West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Appropriate Assessment screening 
process sets out a checklist of potential site vulnerabilities as a mechanism for 
assessing likely effects on site integrity.  A similar approach will be used for this 
screening. 
 
 
Table 2: Checklist of potential site vulnerabilities 
 

Broad categories of potential 
impacts on European  Sites 

Examples of operations/impacts 

Physical loss  
 

Removal 
Smothering 
Loss of feeding areas for bats 
Direct loss of bat roost site 

Physical damage  
 

Changes in land management practices 
Prevention of natural erosion (flood defence) 
Mineral extraction 
Water abstraction 
Recreational pressure (erosion, trampling) 
Fire 
Barrier effect 

Non-physical disturbance  
 

Noise/visual presence 
-recreational 
-industrial 
-transport 
Alteration of street lighting regimes in areas used by bats 

Water resource  Water pollution 
-agricultural run-off 
-domestic 
-industrial 
Water availability 

Air Quality Air pollution 
-traffic and transport 
-industrial 

Toxic/Non-toxic contamination Nutrient enrichment 
Changes in thermal regimes 
Changes in turbidity 
Changes in water levels  
Dust 

Biological disturbance Introduction of non-native species 
Selective extraction of species 

 

1.2.6 Evidence 

Assessments of this sort inevitably rely on a degree of balanced judgement.  It is 
important though that wherever possible, judgement is based on sound evidence.   
The evidence that is of value for this screening  will consider the following: 
 
European Sites data 
Evidence relating to species and habitats is a vital element in assessing potential likely 
effects. Natural England assessments set out the key reasons for designation of the 
European Sites, the specific conservation objectives of each site and any particular 
vulnerabilities of the site.  Monitoring of European Sites is conducted over relatively wide 
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intervals (commonly of 5 years or so) both because it can be very resource intensive, 
and so as to consider long term trends as opposed to annual fluctuations in for example 
species population.    
 
Existing evidence relating to the state of European Sites includes data relating to 
projects and improvements in specific areas, species population and habitat quality as 
well as initial baseline studies.  Most of this is held by Natural England and is completed 
as part of the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Condition Survey (now 
undertaken on a risk basis, and assessed up to every 10 years).  
 
In addition to this data are available on water quality and resources (through the 
Environment Agency) and on air quality (through the Air Pollution Information System 
(APIS)).   
 
Potential Likely Significant Effects (LSEs): 
Evidence relating to LSEs can be wide ranging.  Two key elements must be considered, 
firstly the scale of existing issues, and consequentially the potential for such an effect to 
increase as a result of plan policies.  Further to this it is important to consider any 
cumulative and synergistic effects, as well as the duration, frequency and reversibility of 
any potential effects.  
 
The evidence base relating to potential effects is mainly from sources within the 
Authority.  Such evidence includes data and monitoring relating to traffic and transport, 
population, visitor numbers, new development, land-use and agricultural changes, 
pollution incidents, water resources etc.  The Authority’s Geographical Information 
System (GIS) plays a vital role in providing data for the screening.   
 

1.2.7 Consultation  

The Habitats Regulations require the plan making/ competent authority to consult the 
appropriate nature conservation statutory body [Natural England (NE)]. NE was 
consulted with and agreed upon the scope of the screening and HRA process, including: 
confirmation of European Sites to be included, issues and risks to be addressed and 
review of the methodology and approach. The following bodies have also been 
consulted as part of the HRA process for the Management Plan: 
 
Environment Agency 
English Heritage 
Devon County Council 
Exeter City Council 
Mid Devon District Council 
Plymouth City Council 
South Hams District Council 
Teignbridge District Council 
Wet Devon Borough Council 
 
Council for National Parks 
English National Park Authorities Association 
 
Devon Wildlife Trust 
National Trust 
Woodland Trust 
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Defence Estates 
South West Water 
Dartmoor Nation Park Management Plan (2014-2019) Steering Group 
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Part 2: Screening of Dartmoor National Park 
Management Plan Ambitions for  Likely Significant 
Effects on European Sites 
 
2.1   Dartmoor National Park Management Plan 

 
Under Section 66(1) of the Environment Act 1995 each National Park Authority is 
required to prepare and publish a National Park Management Plan. The Management 
Plan is the over-arching strategic document central to the future of the National Park. It 
co-ordinates with other plans and strategies within the National Park and sets the long 
term vision and objectives for Dartmoor. It is a Plan for the National Park as a whole and 
not just for the National Park Authority, although the Authority, along with many other 
stakeholders and the local community, will be key to the delivery of the Management 
Plan. 
 
The statutory purposes of National Parks are set out under the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act 1949, as amended by the Environment Act 1995, these 
are: 
 

 to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage (of the 
National Parks); and 

 To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special 
qualities (of the National Parks) by the public. 
 

In pursuing National Park purposes, National Park Authorities have a duty to ‘seek to 
foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the National Park 
and shall for that purpose co-operate with local authorities and public bodies whose 
functions include the promotion of economic or social development within the area of the 
National Park.’   
 
Section 62 of the Environment Act also requires all relevant authorities (such as 
government departments and agencies, utility companies, and parish councils) to ‘have 
regard to the statutory purposes in exercising or performing any functions in the National 
Park and; if it appears that there is a conflict between those purposes, to attach greater 
weight to the purpose of conserving an enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and 
cultural heritage of the area’ known as the ‘Sandford Principle’. 
 
The Management Plan is based on a vision for the National Park.  It is then divided into 
three sections covering the two national park purposes and the duty: 
 Sustain (the first purpose) 
 Enjoy (the second purpose) 
 Prosper (the duty) 
 
Within each section a set of Ambitions with Principles and a series of Key Areas of 
Action are identified.  These form the core of the Management Plan setting out how the 
Vision for Dartmoor National Park will be achieved. In total there are 15 Ambitions in 
support of the Vision. The Management Plan can be viewed online at:  
 
www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk/lookingafter/management-plan-review 

http://www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk/lookingafter/management-plan-review
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2.2   Management Plan Ambitions 
 
The Ambitions of the Management Plan will be used as the basis for this screening 
stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment.  These are set out in Table 3 as follows: 
 
Table 3:  Dartmoor National Park Management Plan Ambitions 

 

AMBITION 1: Land Management Farming communities and land management practices 

continue to play a central role in conserving and enhancing Dartmoor’s special qualities and 
delivering a range of public benefits. 
AMBITION 2: Landscape and Tranquility Dartmoor is celebrated for its distinctive landscapes 

and provides the opportunity to experience wildness, solitude, tranquility, dark night skies and a 
sense of space. 
AMBITION 3: Habitats and Wildlife Dartmoor’s internationally and nationally important habitats 

are expanded and linked in optimum condition, supporting resilient ecosystems with healthy 
populations of priority species.   
AMBITION 4: Natural Resources Dartmoor’s distinctive and high quality natural resources are 

managed and enhanced for environmental and public benefits.  
AMBITION 5: Archaeology and Historic Built Environment Dartmoor’s outstanding 

archaeological and historic landscapes are well managed, understood and enjoyed, and the 
character of its distinctive historic built environment is conserved and enhanced.  
AMBITION 6: Cultures and Traditions Local communities, cultures, skills and traditional ways 

of rural life continue to be sustained and celebrated as defining characteristics of Dartmoor. 
AMBITION 7: Information and Communication People’s understanding and enjoyment of 

Dartmoor National Park is enhanced by high quality and accessible information.  
AMBITION 8: Learning and Education High quality, diverse learning experiences are 

available for everyone to enable them to understand, value and contribute to the conservation and 
enhancement of Dartmoor.  
AMBITION 9: Recreation and Access Dartmoor offers a variety of access and recreational 

opportunities for everyone seeking inspiration, peace and active recreation in harmony with each 
other, the local community, and the area’s special qualities. 
AMBITION 10: Tourism on Dartmoor is high quality and sustainable, making a positive 

contribution to the environment, local economy and communities of the National Park. 
AMBITION 11: Economic Activity Broad ranging economic activity is consistent with 

Dartmoor’s special qualities and provides local sources of employment.  
AMBITION 12: Carbon and Energy Dartmoor is an exemplar of carbon reduction and climate 
change adaptation through carbon storage, energy efficiency, decarbonising products, and the 
production of renewable energy and heat. 
AMBITION 13: Community Well-Being Dartmoor communities thrive, and benefit from access 

to a range of local services, amenities, housing and employment opportunities. 

AMBITION 14: Development Development makes a positive contribution to thriving 

communities, through high quality, sympathetic and well informed design, conserving the quality 
and distinctiveness of the built environment and reinforcing local character. It will also be 
constructed with high standards of design and energy efficiency. 
AMBITION 15: Military Training All military training on Dartmoor is consistent with national 

park purposes, and Defence Estates land is managed as an exemplar of conservation and 
recreational opportunity. 
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2.3   Possible Effects 
 
There is a range of potential effects on European Sites arising from the Dartmoor 
National Park Management Plan Ambitions set out above.  These are potentially a result 
of: 
 

 Land management: long term pressure for farm diversification on changing 
agricultural and forestry practices, changing grazing regimes or pressure to develop 
new uses. In particular the issue of undergrazing leading to the scrubbing up of 
heathland and valley mires. Reduced agri-environment funding resulting in fewer 
sites managed for the benefit of Dartmoor’s special qualities. 

 Land management/development: Need to provide affordable housing and 
associated infrastructure to support young farmers on Dartmoor, with potential to 
affect European Sites. 

 Recreation and access/tourism: increased tourism and recreation, further pressure 
for recreation on European Sites and increasing demands for accessibility, long term 
problem, seasonal in nature. Recreation strategy includes areas of high recreational 
pressure and areas of opportunity that overlap with European Sites.  

 Economic activity/development: rural growth, minor employment land and housing 
development increasing long term disturbance including traffic, increasing resource 
demand, increasing pressure on existing infrastructure and requirement for new 
infrastructure – guided by the Local Development Framework and DMDDPD. 
Support for economic activity including construction and property, and tourism and 
leisure. 

 Recreation and access/tourism/economic/activity/development:  long term 
increased traffic levels and consequent air pollution and noise impact.  

 Carbon and Energy: potential cumulative impact on water environment, potential 
disturbance impact of small wind turbines. Development of micro-hydro schemes 
within European Sites. 

 Military training: potential noise events and physical disturbance, longer term 
physical damage or loss and pollution. 

 Archaeology and Historic Built Environment: potential conflict between the 
management requirements of Prime Archaeological Landscapes (PALs) and 
European Sites Management, where they overlap.  

 
In addition to these issues, it is important to consider ‘in combination effects’ of the other 
plans and projects set out in Table 8.  These include: 

 DNPA Local Plan – specifically the Development Management and Delivery 
Development Plan Document: housing and economic development in Dartmoor 
settlements increasing long term disturbance including traffic, demand for resources 
and further recreational pressure, increasing pressure on existing infrastructure, 
potential for long term irreversible change (also considered above, care must be 
taken not to ‘double-count’ this issue) 

 Adjoining Local Planning Authority Local Plans: the general long term impact of 
increased urbanisation in areas outside Dartmoor, increased movement and 
resource pressure; the long term impact of increased visits to European Sites for 
recreational purposes as a result of increased population in proximity to Dartmoor, 
and improved accessibility; increased long term pressure on resources, the provision 
of which could potentially impact European Sites, in particular water supply 
increased long term traffic, and consequent air pollution and noise impact. 
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Further to these possible effects, it is important also to consider the implications climate 
change may have with regard to the vulnerabilities of European Sites, and in 
combination with other possible effects.  Climate change is a factor which may 
complicate or exacerbate a range of possible effects listed above.  Whilst elements of 
the Plan may impact climate change it is an issue of much wider cause and 
consequence.  Therefore it will be included as a consideration where relevant in respect 
of certain possible effects but not as an issue in its own right.   
 
Fire is a significant risk with regard to the Dartmoor and South Dartmoor Woods SACs.  
Whilst many fires are started deliberately the risk of accidental fires may increase, as 
may the magnitude of intentional fires if the climate changes to warmer, drier summers.  
Equally, changes in climate may provoke agricultural change with new methods of 
animal husbandry (and potentially demand for new buildings) or wider changes in the 
type of farming on and around Dartmoor.  Recreation patterns may change, with 
Dartmoor getting more visitors, and for more of the year, and potentially with demand for 
different activities and in more sensitive areas. Changes in the climate may cause 
changes in vegetation, affecting the character of moorland and impacting erosion 
patterns.  
  
The screening assessment should consider the overall impact and combination of these 
possible effects.            
 
 
2.4   Consideration of potential effects on European Sites 
 
Table 5 sets out the possible effects of the Ambitions of the Management Plan on 
European Sites.  ‘In- combination' effects of Ambitions with other plans and projects 
including those in adjoining authorities are considered here.   Effects are described 
within the vulnerability categories defined previously in Table 3.   
 
 



 
Table 4: Potential effects of Management Plan Ambitions on European Sites 

 

European 
Sites/Qualifying 

features 

Potential effects Risk of potential effect 
arising from NPMP 

Potential effects in 
combination with other 

plans or projects 

NPMP 
Ambition 

Comments/notable issues 

 
Dartmoor SAC 
 
- Northern 
Atlantic wet 
heaths             
- European dry 
heaths 
- Blanket bogs 
(Priority feature)    
-Old sessile oak 
woods 
- Southern 
damselfly 
- Atlantic salmon 
- Otter 

Physical loss – destruction 
for development or 
agricultural improvement  

 

New development guided 
by DNP Core Strategy, 
potential for evolution of 
agricultural practices 

 1, 12, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core Strategy. 
Substantial proportion of SAC common land. 
Evidence of scrubbing (undergrazing), as well 
as conversely areas that are overgrazed.    

Physical damage – recreation 
damage (erosion, trampling), 
fire, livestock damage (over/ 
undergrazing, trampling), 
military, management for non 
SAC priorities (PAL) 

Risk of increased visitor 
numbers and improved 
accessibility, potential for 
agricultural (grazing) 
change 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers and accessibility 
from Plymouth, South 
Hams, West Devon, 
Teignbridge, Exeter  

1, 5, 9, 10, 
11, 15  

Range of promoted cycle routes (paths) and 
named long distance routes within SAC, 
complete open access, 18 managed moorland 
car parks within SAC, 32.5% of area has 
access limited by military training. 11 
unplanned fires (arson) within or adjacent to 
SAC in last 3 years (approx. 800ha). Evidence 
of scrubbing up as result of undergrazing. 

Non-physical disturbance – 
increased traffic, recreation 
or military noise 

 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers, risk of traffic 
increase, continuation of 
military training 

 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers from Plymouth, 
South Hams, West Devon, 
Teignbridge, Exeter, and 
general traffic growth 

9, 10, 11, 
12, 14, 15 

Range of promoted cycle routes (paths) and 
named long distance routes within SAC, 
complete open access, 18 managed moorland 
car parks within SAC, 32.5% of area has 
access limited by military training 

Water resource – recreational 
use and increased water 
abstraction for domestic, 
industrial or agricultural use 

Increasing pressure for 
domestic, agricultural and 
industrial use, and 
recreational uses 

Increasing pressure for 
domestic and industrial use 
in Plymouth, S. Hams, W. 
Devon, Teignbridge, Exeter   

1, 11, 12, 
14 

Approx. 15 licensed abstraction points within 
or adjacent to SAC, 2 adjacent reservoirs 

Air quality – air pollution from 
traffic, domestic and 
industrial sources 

Risk of traffic increase, 
employment and housing 
development 

Risk of increasing visitor 
and local traffic, emissions 
from development in 
Plymouth, S Hams, W 
Devon, T’bridge, Exeter 

1, 9, 10, 
11, 14 

Acid deposition, nitrogen deposition and 
ozone above critical load 

Toxic/non-toxic 
contamination – water quality 
changes arising from 
agricultural, domestic or 
industrial run-off or discharge 

Potential for agricultural 
change, increase  run-off 
from agriculture or 
development, increased 
pressure on water 
treatment works 

 1, 9, 10, 14 Potential risk of diffuse agricultural pollution 

Biological disturbance – 
impact of non-native invasive 
species 

Recreational pressures 
and risk of invasive 
species 

 9, 14 Approx. 10 records of invasive species 
(Japanese Knotweed) within or adjacent to 
SAC; known spread of Himalayan Balsam 
along Dartmoor’s river systems, including 
SACs 



European 

Sites/Qualifying 

features 

Potential effects Risk of potential effect 
arising from NPMP 

Potential effects in 
combination with other 

plans or projects 

NPMP 
Ambition 

Comments/notable issues 

 
South Dartmoor 
Woods SAC 
 
- Old sessile oak 
woods 
-dry heaths 

Physical loss – destruction 
for development or 
agricultural improvement  

 

New development guided 
by DNP Core Strategy, 
potential for evolution of 
agricultural practices 

 1, 12, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core Strategy. 
Substantial proportion of SAC common land.  
Evidence of scrubbing (undergrazing), as well 
as conversely areas that are overgrazed.  

Physical damage – recreation 
damage (erosion, trampling), 
fire, livestock damage (over/ 
undergrazing, trampling), 
management for non SAC 
priorities (PAL) 

Risk of increased visitor 
numbers and improved 
accessibility, potential for 
agricultural (grazing) 
change 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers and accessibility 
from Plymouth, South 
Hams, West Devon, 
Teignbridge, Exeter  

1, 5, 9, 10, 
11  

Range of promoted cycle routes (paths) and 
named long distance routes within SAC, 
complete open access, 18 managed 
moorland car parks within SAC, 32.5% of 
area has access limited by military training. 1 
unplanned fires (arson) within or adjacent to 
SAC in last 3 years (approx. 5ha) 

Non-physical disturbance – 
increased traffic, recreation 
noise 

 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers, risk of traffic 
increase 

 

Risk of increasing visitor 
numbers from Plymouth, 
South Hams, West Devon, 
Teignbridge, Exeter, and 
general traffic growth 

9, 10, 11, 
14 

Range of promoted cycle routes (paths) and 
named long distance routes within SAC, 
complete open access, 18 managed 
moorland car parks within SAC, 32.5% of 
area has access limited by military training 

Water resource – recreational 
use and increased water 
abstraction for domestic, 
industrial or agricultural use 

Increasing pressure for 
domestic, agricultural and 
industrial use, and 
recreational uses 

Increasing pressure for 
domestic and industrial use 
in Plymouth, S. Hams, W. 
Devon, Teignbridge, Exeter   

1, 11, 12, 
14 

Approx. 15 licensed abstraction point within 
or adjacent to SAC, 2 adjacent reservoirs 

Air quality – air pollution from 
traffic, domestic and 
industrial sources 

Risk of traffic increase, 
employment and housing 
development 

Risk of increasing visitor 
and local traffic, and 
emissions from 
development in Plymouth, 
South Hams, West Devon, 
Teignbridge, Exeter 

1, 9, 10, 11, 
14 

Acid deposition, nitrogen deposition and 
ozone above critical load 

Toxic/non-toxic 
contamination – water quality 
changes arising from 
agricultural, domestic or 
industrial run-off or discharge 

Potential for agricultural 
change, increase  run-off 
from agriculture or 
development, increased 
pressure on water 
treatment works 

 1, 9, 10, 12, 
14 

Potential risk of diffuse agricultural pollution 

Biological disturbance – 
impact of non-native invasive 
species 

Recreational pressures 
and risk of invasive 
species 

 9, 14 Approx. 10 records of invasive species 
(Japanese Knotweed) within or adjacent to 
SAC, known spread of Himalayan Balsam 
along Dartmoor’s river systems, including 
SACs 
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European 
Sites/Qualifying 

features 

Potential effects Risk of potential 
effect arising from 

NPMP 

Potential effects in 
combination with other 

plans or projects 

NPMP 
Ambition 

Comments/notable issues 

South Hams 
SAC 
 
- caves not open 
to the public 
- greater 
horseshoe bat 

Physical loss - direct loss of 
roost site or alterations to 
micro-climate associated with 
roost 

New development 
limited outside 
settlements 

Risk from on-site or adjacent 
development in South Hams 
and Teignbridge 
 

9, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core Strategy 

Physical loss - loss or 
alteration in management 
regime of hedgerows used by 
the bats to navigate through 
the landscape 

New development, 
change in agricultural 
management practice 

Risk of fragmentation of sites 
through new development in 
South Hams and Teignbridge, 
barrier effect 

1, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core 
Strategy,  farmstead and agricultural fields 
within SAC 

Physical loss - loss of feeding 
areas for juvenile bats within 
2km of roost 

New development 
within or adjacent to 
classified settlements, 
change in land 
management 

Risk of fragmentation of sites 
through new development in 
South Hams and Teignbridge, 
barrier effect 

1, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core 
Strategy,  farmstead and agricultural fields 
within SAC 

Physical loss - loss of feeding 
areas for adult bats within 
6km of roost 

New development 
within or adjacent to 
classified settlements, 
change in land 
management 

Risk of fragmentation of sites 
through new development in 
South Hams and Teignbridge 
barrier effect 
 

1, 14 Plan guides design and energy efficiency 
principles, location and nature of new 
development guided by LDF Core 
Strategy,  farmstead and agricultural fields 
within SAC 

Non-physical disturbance -
alteration of street lighting 
regimes in areas used by the 
bats. 

New development 
within or adjacent to 
classified settlements 

Risk of fragmentation of sites 
through new development in 
South Hams and Teignbridge 
barrier effect 
 

13, 14  2 unclassified roads within site, B3380 
adjacent to SAC, A38 dual carriageway 
50m at closest point. Unclassified 
settlement Haytor Vale, Selected Rural 
Settlements Ilsington & Buckfast and Local 
Centre Buckfastleigh close or adjacent to 
SAC.  SAC abuts built up area on 2 sides, 
industrial site entirely within SAC with room 
for expansion. 
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European 
Sites/Qualifying 

features 

Potential effects Risk of potential 
effect arising from 

NPMP 

Potential effects in 
combination with other 

plans or projects 

NPMP 
Ambition 

Comments/notable issues 

Culm 
Grasslands 
SAC 
 
-Molina 

meadows 
- Northern 
Atlantic wet 
heaths 
-Marsh fritillary 
butterfly 
 
 

Physical damage – increased 
tourism and recreational 
pressures 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

9,10 The RSS does not identify the Culm 
Grasslands SAC as being at risk from 
tourism pressures.  The Two Moors Way 
crosses the site and could potentially 
experience an increase in visitor numbers. 

Tamar 
Estuaries 
Complex SPA 
 
-Little Egret 
-Avocet 
 

Biological disturbance (e.g. 
bait digging/shore crab 
fishery) 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 
 

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy.  Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities   

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to increased 
pressure on existing water 
treatment works 

New development 
Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Impacts on water quality upon 
SPA due to new 
development, increased 
recreational pressures and 
visitor numbers   

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy. Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to changes 
in run-off regimes and 
pressure on surface water 
drainage systems associated 
with transport infrastructure 

New development 
change in land 
management effecting 
the Dartmoor 
watershed 

Impacts on water quality on 
SPA due to new development 
and change in land 
management  

1, 14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy,  Farmstead 
and agricultural fields both within and 
outside DNP Plan area. 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination-  due to 
changes in run-off regimes 
and pressure on surface 
water drainage systems 
associated with development 
on greenfield sites. 

New development  Impacts on water quality on 
SPA due to new development 
and change in land 
management 

1, 14 All development subject to Environment 
Agency critical drainage standards which 
require green field run-off rates, pollution 
absorption measures, discharge consents 
and monitoring. 
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Exe Estuary 
SPA 
 
-Avocet 
-Slavonian 
Grebe  

Biological disturbance (e.g. 
bait digging/shore crab 
fishery) 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 
 

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy.  Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities   

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to increased 
pressure on existing water 
treatment works 

New development 
Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Impacts on water quality upon 
SPA due to new 
development, increased 
recreational pressures and 
visitor numbers   

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy. Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination-  due to 
changes in run-off regimes 
and pressure on surface water 
drainage systems associated 
with development on 
greenfield site. 

New development  Impacts on water quality on 
SPA due to new development 
and change in land 
management. 

1, 14 All development subject to Environment 
Agency critical drainage standards which 
require green field run-off rates, pollution 
absorption measures, discharge consents 
and monitoring. 

Plymouth 
Sound & 
Estuaries SAC 
 
-Sandbanks  
-Estuaries 
-Mudflats and 
sandflats  
-Large shallow 
inlets and bays 
-Atlantic Salt 
Meadows 
-Reefs 
-Shore dock 
Allis shad 
 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to increased 
pressure on existing water 
treatment works 

New development 
Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Impacts on water quality upon 
SAC due to new 
development, increased 
recreational pressures and 
visitor numbers   

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy. Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to changes 
in run-off regimes and 
pressure on surface water 
drainage systems associated 
with transport infrastructure 

New development 
change in land 
management effecting 
the Dartmoor 
watershed 

Impacts on water quality on 
SAC due to new development 
and change in land 
management  

1, 14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy, Farmstead 
and agricultural fields both within and 
outside DNP Plan area. 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination-  due to 
changes in run-off regimes 
and pressure on surface water 
drainage systems associated 
with development on 
greenfield sites 

New development  Impacts on water quality on 
SAC due to new development 
and change in land 
management 

1, 14 All development subject to Environment 
Agency critical drainage standards which 
require green field run-off rates, pollution 
absorption measures, discharge consents 
and monitoring. 

Non-physical disturbance- 
increased noise and visual 
presence associated with 
recreational disturbance 

Increase in recreational 
pressure  and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

9,10,11,14 Range of cross boundary promoted routes, 
attractions and transport facilities  
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Biological disturbance – 
impacts of increased demand 
for recreational angling 

Increase in recreational 
pressure and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

9,10,11,14 Range of cross boundary promoted routes, 
attractions and transport facilities 

European 
Sites/Qualifying 

features 

Potential effects Risk of potential 
effect arising from 

NPMP 

Potential effects in 
combination with other 

plans or projects 

NPMP 
Ambition 

Comments/notable issues 

Start Point to 
Plymouth 
Sound & 
Eddystone  
Marine SAC, 
cSAC, SCI 
 
-Inshore 
Upstanding 
Reefs 
-Offshore 
Upstanding 
Reefs 
 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to increased 
pressure on existing water 
treatment works 

New development 
Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

Impacts on water quality upon 
Marine site due to new 
development, increased 
recreational pressures and 
visitor numbers   

9,10,11,14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy. Range of 
cross boundary promoted routes, attractions 
and transport facilities 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination – changes in 
water quality due to changes 
in run-off regimes and 
pressure on surface water 
drainage systems associated 
with transport infrastructure 

New development 
change in land 
management effecting 
the Dartmoor 
watershed 

Impacts on water quality on 
SCI due to new development 
and change in land 
management  

1, 14 location and nature of new development 
guided by LDF Core Strategy,  Farmstead 
and agricultural fields both within and 
outside DNP Plan area. 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination-  due to 
changes in run-off regimes 
and pressure on surface 
water drainage systems 
associated with development 
on greenfield sites  

New development  Impacts on water quality on 
Marine site due to new 
development and change in 
land management 

1, 14 All development subject to Environment 
Agency critical drainage standards which 
require green field run-off rates, pollution 
absorption measures, discharge consents 
and monitoring. 

Toxic or non toxic 
contamination due to 
increased water borne 
recreation. 

Increase in recreational 
pressure  and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

9,10,11,14 Range of cross boundary promoted routes, 
attractions and transport facilities  

Biological disturbance – 
impacts of increased demand 
for recreational angling 

Increase in recreational 
pressure and visitor 
numbers 

Increase in recreational 
pressures and visitor 
numbers 

9,10,11,14 Range of cross boundary promoted routes, 
attractions and transport facilities 



 
2.5   Coarse Screening 
 
Table 5 sets out the results of the coarse level screening of the Ambitions which may have a 
potential effect screening out from the assessment those which do not have a potential effect on 
European Sites.  Where an Ambition may have a possible significant effect it is considered 
further with more detailed screening.  This first stage of screening is based on the likelihood of 
effects considered in Table 4.  
  
Table 5. Coarse level screening of Dartmoor National Park Management Plan Ambitions for 
Potential Significant Effects on European Sites 
 

Ambition Possible Significant Effect  
on European Sites? (Yes/No) 
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AMBITION 1: Land Management 
Farming communities and land 
management practices continue to play 
a central role in conserving and 
enhancing Dartmoor’s special qualities 
and delivering a range of public benefits. 

Yes  Yes   No No Yes No No No 

AMBITION 2: Landscape and 
Tranquility Dartmoor is celebrated for 
its distinctive landscapes and provides 
the opportunity to experience wildness, 
solitude, tranquility, dark night skies and 
a sense of space. 

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 3: Habitats and Wildlife 
Dartmoor’s internationally and nationally 
important habitats are expanded and 
linked in optimum condition, supporting 
resilient ecosystems with healthy 
populations of priority species.   

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 4: Natural Resources 
Dartmoor’s distinctive and high quality 
natural resources are managed and 
enhanced for environmental and public 
benefits.  

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 5: Archaeology and 
Historic Built Environment Dartmoor’s 
outstanding archaeological and historic 
landscapes are well managed, 
understood and enjoyed, and the 
character of its distinctive historic built 
environment is conserved and 
enhanced.  

No No  No No No No No No 

AMBITION 6: Cultures and Traditions 
Local communities, cultures, skills and 
traditional ways of rural life continue to 

No No No No No No No No 
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be sustained and celebrated as defining 
characteristics of Dartmoor. 

AMBITION 7: Information and 
Communication People’s 
understanding and enjoyment of 
Dartmoor National Park is enhanced by 
high quality and accessible information.  

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 8: Learning and Education 
High quality, diverse learning 
experiences are available for everyone 
to enable them to understand, value and 
contribute to the conservation and 
enhancement of Dartmoor.  

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 9: Recreation and Access 
Dartmoor offers a variety of access and 
recreational opportunities for everyone 
seeking inspiration, peace and active 
recreation in harmony with each other, 
the local community, and the area’s 
special qualities. 

Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No No 

AMBITION 10: Tourism Tourism on 
Dartmoor is high quality and 
sustainable, making a positive 
contribution to the environment, local 
economy and communities of the 
National Park. 

Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No No 

AMBITION 11: Economic Activity 
Broad ranging economic activity is 
consistent with Dartmoor’s special 
qualities and provides local sources of 
employment  

No No  No  No No No No No 

AMBITION 12: Carbon and Energy 
Dartmoor is an exemplar of carbon 
reduction and climate change adaptation 
through carbon storage, energy 
efficiency, decarbonising products, and 
the production of renewable energy and 
heat. 

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 13: Community Well-Being 
Dartmoor communities thrive, and 
benefit from access to a range of local 
services, amenities, housing and 
employment opportunities. 

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 14: Development 
Development makes a positive 
contribution to thriving communities, 
through high quality, sympathetic and 
well informed design, conserving the 
quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment and reinforcing local 
character. It will also be constructed with 
high standards of design and energy 
efficiency. 

No No No No No No No No 

AMBITION 15: Military Training All 
military training on Dartmoor is 
consistent with national park purposes, 
and Defence Estates land is managed 
as an exemplar of conservation and 
recreational opportunity. 

Yes No No No No No No No 
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2.6   Focus on Sites of relevance 
 
The initial coarse screening stage together with consultation with Natural England confirms that 
the potential for significant effects to the qualifying features of the following European Sites is 
negligible:  
 

 Culm Grassland SAC 

 Exe Estuary SPA 

 Plymouth Sound and Estuaries Marine SAC 

 Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone Marine SAC, cSAC SIC 
 

These European Sites are not considered any further having been  ‘screened out’ of the HRA 
process for the DNPMP management plan.  To this effect the following European Sites have 
been the focus of the final detailed screening: 
 

 Dartmoor SAC 

 South Dartmoor Woods SAC 

 South Hams SAC 

 Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA 
 
 
2.7   Detailed Screening 

2.7.1  Ambitions identified with potential effects 

 
Management Plan Ambitions not screened out at the coarse screening stage have been subject 
to detailed screening to assess any likely significant effects on one or more European Sites.  
Ambitions requiring detailed screening  (not ‘screened out’ during coarse screening) are: 
 
Ambition 1:  Land Management,  
Ambition 9: Recreation and Access  
Ambition 10: Tourism  
Ambition 15: Military Training.  
  
The detailed screening focuses solely on Management Plan Ambitions.  Key Areas of Action 
within each Ambition are treated as sub-sets of Ambitions and therefore on the assumption that 
they interpret Ambitions accurately, Key areas of Action should be no more likely to have a 
significant effect than the Ambition.  
 

2.7.2  Ambition screening: Categorising effects 

In order to complete the screening each Ambition was categorised as to its likely effects on the 
conservation objectives of each European Site (detailed in Appendix 1) using the criteria set out 
in Table 6 (based on Tyldesley, 2006).  For each Ambition a category has been assigned to 
each European Site according to interpretation of the likely effects as set out in the Reasoning 
column of Table 8.   
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Table 6: Ambition Screening: Categorising the Potential Effects of the Plan (based on 
Tyldesley, 2009) 

 
Category of Ambition effect  Reasoning 

Category A:  
No negative effect 

A1 Options/policies that will not themselves lead to development 
e.g. because they relate to design or other qualitative criteria 
for development, or they are not a land use planning policy. 

A2 Options/policies intended to protect the natural environment, 
including biodiversity. 

A3 Options/policies intended to conserve or enhance the natural, 
built or historic environment, where enhancement measures 
will not be likely to have any negative effect on a European 
Site. 

A4 Options/policies that positively steer development away from 
European Sites and associated sensitive areas. 

A5 Options/policies that would have no effect because no 
development could occur through the policy itself, the 
development being implemented through later policies in the 
same plan, which are more specific and therefore more 
appropriate to assess for their effects on European  Sites and 
associated sensitive areas.  

Category B:  
No significant effect 
 

N/A Options/policies that could have an effect but would not be 
likely to have a significant (negative) effect on a European Site 
(alone or –in combination with other plans or projects) because 
the effects are trivial or ‘de minimis’, even if combined with 
other effects. 

Category C: 
Likely significant effect alone 

C1 The option, policy or proposal could direct effect a European 
Site because it provides for, or steers, a quality or type of 
development onto a European Sites or adjacent to it.  

C2  The option, policy or proposal could indirectly affect a 
European Site e.g. because it provide for, or steers, a quantity 
or type of development that may be very close to it, or 
ecologically, hydrologically or physically connected to it or it 
may increase disturbance as a result of increased recreational 
pressures. 

 C3 . Proposals for a magnitude of development that, no matter 
where it was located, the development would be likely to have 
a significant effect on a European Site. 

 C4 An option, or policy that makes provision for a quality/type of 
development (and may indicate one or more broad locations 
e.g. a particular part of the plan area), but the effects are 
uncertain because the detailed location of the development is 
to be selected flowing consideration of options in a later, 
more specific plan.  The consideration of options in the late 
plan will assess potential effects on European Sites, but 
because the development could possibly affect a European 
Site a significant effect cannot be ruled out on the basis of 
objective information. 

 C5 Options, policies or proposals for developments or 
infrastructure projects that could block options or 
alternatives for the provision of other developments or 
projects in the future, which will be required in the public 
interest, that may lead to adverse effects on European Sites, 
which would otherwise be avoided. 

 C6 Options, policies or proposals which depend on how the 
policies etc. are implemented in due course, for example, 
through the development management process. There is a 
theoretical possibility that if implemented in one or more 
particular ways, the proposal could possibly have a significant 
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effect on a European Site.  

 C7 Any other options, policies or proposals that would be 
vulnerable to failure under the Habitats Regulations at project 
assessment stage; to include them in the plan would be 
regarded by the EC as ‘faulty planning’. 

 C8 Any other proposal that may have an adverse effect on a 
European Site, which might try to pass the tests of the Habitats 
Regulations at project assessment stage by arguing that the 
plan provides the imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest to justify its consent despite a negative assessment. 

Category D: 
Likely significant effect in 
combination 

D1 The option, policy or proposal alone would not be likely to have 
significant effects but if its effects are combined with the effects 
of other policies or proposal provided for or coordinated by 
the plan (internally) the cumulative effects would be likely to 
be significant. 

 D2 Options, policies or proposals that alone would not be likely to 
have significant effects but if their effects are combined with 
effects of other plans or projects, and possibly the effects of 
other developments provided for in the plan as well, the 
combined effects would be likely to be significant.  

 D3 Options or proposals that are, or could be, part of a 
programme or sequence of development delivered over a 
period, where the implementation of the early stages would not 
have a significant effect on European Sites, but which would 
dictate the nature, scale duration, location, timing of the whole 
project, the later stages of which could have an adverse effect 
on such European Sites. 

 
The detailed screening results are shown in the screening matrix in Table 7.   Indirect and 
combined effects with other ambitions and plans inside and outside of the DNPMP boundary (in 
combination analysis) have also been considered at this detailed screening stage. Measures to 
refine Ambitions so as to avoid, cancel, protect and mitigate against potential negative effects 
can also be considered.  
 
The presence/absence of ‘Likely Significant Effect’ (LSE) of the Ambitions (alone or in 
combination) has then been determined to inform the requirement for full Appropriate 
Assessment to ascertain that the DNPMP would not adversely affect the integrity of one or more 
European Sites. 
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Table 7:  Detailed screening matrix of effects of Dartmoor National Park Management Plan Ambitions on conservation objectives of 
European Sites (Natura 2000) 
 

 Detailed screening matrix: assessment of effects (alone or in combination) of DNPMP Ambitions on the conservation 
objectives of European Sites (Natura 2000) in the location covered by the Ambition and/or any European Sites outside the 
location covered but vulnerable to off-site impacts (This includes cumulative impacts from multiple Ambitions/policies). 
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Reasoning Likely 
Significant 
Effect (LSE) 
on European 
Site(s)  

Is an 
Appropriate 
Assessment 
required to 
assess effects 
on the integrity 
of European 
Sites?) 

 Ambition category 
(see Table 6 above) 

   

AMBITION 1: 
Land 
Management 

A2 A2 A2 A2 Land Management could have the potential for significant effects on the 
vegetation structure of the qualifying habitats of the Dartmoor SAC in 
areas where recreational or archaeological considerations are deemed to 
be of higher importance than ecological/biodiversity considerations 
However, the DNP Recreation Strategy (2011-2017) and the location of 
Prime Archaeological Landscapes (PAL). informed by the Moorland 
Vision (2005) directs which parts of the moor are subject to which level of 
grazing pressure, and to ensure that the best outcome for Dartmoor’s 
moorland SACs is achieved. Where there are pressures to manage the 
moorland for outcomes other than SAC objectives within a SAC, it is 
stated clearly that biodiversity interests must prevail over access. It is 
therefore considered that there is no Likely Significant Impact (LSE) on 
the conservation objectives of one or more European Sites.  
 

No No 

AMBITION 2: 
Recreation and 
Access 

N/A N/A N/A N/A The potential impact identified is that an increase in the population of the 
National Park, and surrounding areas, as well as a recognition that there 
is a potential increase in numbers of visitors and large-scale events,  
may lead to an increase in recreational visits to more sensitive areas of 
Dartmoor, including the Dartmoor SAC.   
 
The Dartmoor National Park Recreation Strategy (2011-2017) identifies 
areas and specific sites managed to accommodate heavy use, and areas 
with low recreational capacity. The aim of the Strategy is to identify sites 

No No 
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on Dartmoor that can cope with a high level of visitor pressure, those that 
are more sensitive where recreation should be discouraged, and to 
identify ways of managing high volume of visitors and required 
infrastructure. Information and interpretation is used to guide people 
away from particularly sensitive areas and draw their attention to their 
own potential impact. 
 
Areas managed to accommodate heavy use can be located close to 
areas with low recreational capacity.  Key visitor car parks and sites 
managed to accommodate heavy use are however a reasonable 
distance from the SAC Cadover Bridge, Shipley Bridge and Burrator car 
parks 1.7km, 2.4km and 3km respectively from the South Dartmoor 
SSSI. The North Dartmoor SSSI has Postbridge within 1.5km, and 
Meldon and Fernworthy reservoirs adjacent to the SAC.  Live military 
firing on the north moor limits public access, however, and the area is 
less likely to receive large numbers of day visitors.  
 
A programme of alerting the public to the dangers of starting accidental 
fires is already undertaken by the National Park Authority. In addition, a 
Moorland Management Forum is established so that farmers and 
conservationists can share knowledge on moorland management and 
reduce the potential for damage by fires.  A Moorland Fire Liaison Group 
has now been in existence for several years.  
 
It is considered that there is no likely significant effect (LSE) on the 
conservation objectives of one or more European Sites from the 
Recreation and Access Ambition.  

AMBITION 10: 
Tourism 

N/A N/A N/A N/A Tourism was considered to have potential impacts on all three SACs on 
Dartmoor by virtue of vision to attract more visitors to stay for longer on 
Dartmoor. This in turn would result in there being more visitors present 
within the National Park, leading to increases in recreational pressures, 
increased traffic levels, and the requirement for further visitor 
infrastructure (i.e. new development). Furthermore, there would be new 
income generation sources for farmers on Dartmoor, which could in turn 
have an effect on how the land is managed. The Tourism ambition thus 
has potential to affect dry heaths, Atlantic wet heaths and blanket bog 
within the Dartmoor SAC, dry and wet heaths on the South Dartmoor 
Woods SAC, and the greater horseshoe bat roost by impacts on their 
sustenance zone and flightlines. It is important to note however that the 
ambition also strives to promote sustainable travel, including bicycles 
and public transport, is part of an ambition to make farms economically 
viable to enable them to continue managing the land, and to encourage 

No No 
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visitors to learn more about Dartmoor’s environment and wildlife. The 
effects of recreation and development are also tightly bound to the 
Recreation Strategy and Development Management Document, 
respectively. Factors which minimise or avoid such an impact are the 
ambition that increased numbers of long-term visitors are intended to 
make farming businesses more viable, such that they are less reliant on 
state subsidies or at risk of going out of business altogether. There is a 
strong desire voiced in the management plan that the relationship 
between tourism, land management and local produce be strengthened, 
such that visitors understand more about Dartmoor, its wildlife and 
farming practices, and continue to support Dartmoor businesses and 
products. It is considered that there is no significant impact on the 
integrity of the SAC.  The Management Plan is unlikely to result in a 
change in farming practices on Dartmoor, and in fact the ambition is for 
existing farming practices to become more sustainable through a variety 
of avenues, only one of which is diversification through tourism.  
 

AMBITION 15: 
Military Training 

A2 N/A N/A N/A  Military Training may have the potential effect of physical damage to 
Dartmoor SAC.  The military license was renewed in 2012 for a further 
21 years, and as part of that, a detailed environmental assessment, and 
an integrated rural management plan (IRMP) were produced to assess 
the environmental impact military training has on Dartmoor (including the 
Dartmoor SAC), and to mitigate and manage any residual negative 
effects. The licence and IRMP were accompanied by a HRA, which 
found no significant effect on the Dartmoor SAC from military activities. 
The IRMP includes a section on the natural environment. This lists seven 
overarching objectives that are designed to protect and enhance nature 
conservation features within the Dartmoor Training Area; the fact that the 
management plan is ‘integrated’ ensures that the requirements and 
recommendations are integrated into the overall estate management 
plan.  
 
 It is considered that there is no likely significant effect (LSE) on the 
conservation objectives of Dartmoor SAC.  The Management Plan seeks 
to manage and reconcile conflicting interests, and to continue the good 
environmental management of the DTA in line with the IRMP. Dartmoor 
is to be an exemplar of how to best manage the conflicting aims of 
military training and national park purposes. As such, the management 
plan seeks to strengthen the positive contributions made by the military 

to the natural environment, and no remaining significant impact remains.  
 
 

No No 
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DNPMP 
Ambitions in 
combination 

N/A N/A N/A N/A The wording of the aims and ambitions of the DNPMP and associated 
Key Areas of Action is such that the first purpose ‘To conserve and 
enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage; takes priority 
over the second purpose ‘to promote opportunities for the understanding 
and enjoyment of the special qualities of the area by the public’ where 
the two purposes are in potential conflict.  This statutory obligation 
ensures that the Management Plan (set around the achievement of 
National Park management purposes) should not include any policies or 
projects which alone or in combination could have a likely significant 
(negative) effect on the conservation objectives or the integrity of one or 
more European Sites.  

No No 

Ambitions in combination with DNP plans 

DNP Core 
Strategy 

N/A N/A N/A N/A Potential in-combination effects of Land Management and Tourism with 
aims from Core Strategy, notably COR 20: ‘The principal aim of farm 
diversification should maintain the core agricultural business whilst 
conserving or enhancing the wildlife, natural beauty or cultural heritage 
of the National Park or contributing to the public’s enjoyment and 
understanding of its special qualities’, and COR 19: ‘Proposals for 
tourism development should be based on and reflect the special qualities 
of the National Park – its distinctive landscape and natural beauty, its 
cultural heritage and history, its biodiversity – making use of the 
opportunities that the National Park offers for quiet, information, open air 
recreation.’ In-combination effects thus dismissed. 
 
Potential in-combination effects of Economic Activity with aims from the 
Core Strategy, notably COR 18: The ambition and statements on 
economic activity within the Management Plan temper the statement 
made in the Core Strategy relating to the support of expanding business 
and economic activity within the National Park, stating that ‘any 
economic activity must be consistent with Dartmoor’s special qualities’. 
As any impacts arising from economic plans within the Core Strategy 
have been screened out previously, no in-combination effects are 
thought to arise with the Management Plan.  
 
Potential in-combination effects of Carbon and Energy with aims from 
Core Strategy were dismissed following the aims listed in COR 8: 
‘Development should ensure that natural resources are used in efficient 
and sustainable ways, including… providing opportunities for the 
beneficial management of habitats and species to promote adaptation to 
climate change and to sustain their contribution to the mitigation of 
climate change’, and COR 10: ‘Small-scale renewable energy schemes 
will be considered favourably, subject to there being no over-riding 

No No 
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environmental and amenity considerations.’  
 
Potential in-combination effects of Development ambitions with aims 
from the Core Strategy:  The ambition and statements on development 
within the Management Plan temper the plans made in the Core Strategy 
relating to the development within the National Park, stating that ‘any 
development must make a positive contribution to Dartmoor’. As any 
impacts arising from development plans within the Core Strategy have 
been screened out previously, no in-combination effects are thought to 
arise with the Management Plan. 

DNP 
Development 
Management 
and Delivery 
DPD (DMD) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A Potential in-combination effects of Land Management and policies from 
DMD were dismissed as those policies that made reference to land 
management, notably DMD26 on removal of agricultural occupancy 
conditions, and DMD 35 on farm diversification place a strict condition on 
the removal of agricultural occupancy conditions, and aim to enhance the 
economic viability of the farm business as a whole, thus seeking to 
maintain the amount and type of agricultural holdings on the moor, and 
their management of the moorland.  This is in line with the aims of the 
management plan.  
 
Potential in-combination effects of Recreation and Access and policies 
from the DMD: The DMD makes plans on necessary recreational 
provisions for potential increased visitor numbers and an increasing 
Dartmoor population whilst the Management Plan has ambitions on how 
best to accommodate and manage recreational activities on Dartmoor. 
With appropriate key actions guided by the plan, in-combination effects 
are considered unlikely to be significant. 
.  
DMD15 addresses Renewable Energy, and states that any 
development of small-scale renewable energy will only be permitted if 
biodiversity interests are not harmed, which is in line with the ambitions 
from the management plan. No likely in-combination effects from DMD 
15 are anticipated. 
 
Potential in-combination effects of Development ambitions with policies 
from the DMD:  The ambition and statements on development within the 
Management Plan temper the plans made in the DMD relating to the 
development within the National Park, stating that any development must 
make a positive contribution to Dartmoor. As any impacts arising from 
development plans within the DMD have been screened out previously, 
no in-combination effects were thought to arise with the Management 
Plan. 
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DNP Affordable 
Housing 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document (SPD 

    Potential in-combination effects of Development and Affordable Housing 
SPD were screened out as the SPD defers entirely to the policies set out 
in the DMD, so any potential effects through affordable housing are 
considered as part of the DMD considerations.  
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2.7.3  Relevant Plans and Projects  

 
The Regulations require that cumulative and in-combination effects with other plans or 
proposals are assessed at the screening stage.  The guidance recommends this is carried out 
once the elements of the plan that may have an effect in combination but not on their own are 
identified.  This means that only relevant plans have been considered below in Table 8 as part 
of the final screening.  The Regional Spatial Strategy has been rescinded and therefore is not 
considered in the screening. 
 
Table 8: Summary of relevant plans or projects with potential ‘in combination effects’ on 
European Sites 

 
Area/Authority Plan or proposal Implications Likely In-Combination 

Effects? 

Dartmoor National Park 
Authority 

Core Strategy document 
(adopted version) 
 
Development Management 
DPD 

Approx.  50 dwellings per year focused 
in 8 Local Centres and 34 Rural 
Settlements 
Includes housing and mixed use 
allocations on sites in Local Centres. 
Sets out ‘presumption in favour of 
sustainable development’ and 
incorporates principles from the now 
deleted Devon Structure Plan policy 
CO2. 

No LSE 
 
(Refer to detailed screening 
matrix [Table 7] ) 

DNP Development 
Management and Delivery 
DPD (DMD) 

Sets out two main areas of planning 
policy: 
Subject related policies (e.g. housing, 
employment, tourism) to advise and 
manage development; and site specific 
policies to set the planning framework 
for particular areas of land use.  

No LSE  
 
(Refer to detailed screening 
matrix [Table 7] ) 

DNP Affordable Housing 
Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) 

Aims to make clear the Authority's 
expectations and provide guidance to 
support the delivery of affordable 
housing in the National Park. It will be a 
material consideration when dealing with 
planning applications and will have 
weight in the event of a refusal and 
subsequent appeal. 

No LSE 
 
 
(Refer to detailed screening 
matrix [Table 7] ) 

Dartmoor Traffic Management 
Strategy (review of priorities) 
2005-2011 

Updating traffic management priorities 
for DNP, including visitor traffic, access 
to remote and sensitive areas and public 
rights of way 

No LSE – No identified in-
combination effects.  Any  future 
increases in traffic levels as a 
result of the TMS /DNPMP are 
assumed to be negligible given 
policies in place e.g. to minimise 
the impact of  visitor  traffic 
/HGVs 
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Dartmoor  National Park 
Recreation Strategy (2011-
2017) 

Guide areas managed for more focused 
recreational use  

No LSE – No identified in-
combination effects.  The 
Strategy ensures that 
biodiversity interests prevail over 
access. 
 
 
 

Devon County Council Minerals Plan (2004) – 
currently under review (2011 
options) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant working includes Lee Moor, 
Bovey Basin.  An options paper 
considers different spatial strategies, 
safeguarding of sites adjacent to the NP, 
and tungsten and china clay in S Devon 
adjacent to the NP. Some strategic and 
minor waste management facilities 
planned in close proximity.   
 
 

The Devon Minerals Plan 2011-
2031 is still under preparation. 
 
The plan will be monitored 
through on-going co-operation to 
allow full consideration of in-
combination effects.  
 
 

 
Waste Plan (2006) – currently 
under review (2012 preferred 
options) 
 
 

The plan sets out strategic objectives, 
draft general policies and considers draft 
strategic sites for waste management in 
Devon.  It recognises the need to meet 
the NPs needs in the Devon plan area. 

No LSE – no identified in-
combination  
 
Policy W11 states ‘Planning 
permission for waste 
management development 
within or otherwise 
affecting a Natura 2000 site will 
only be granted where the 
conclusions of this 
assessment demonstrate that 
the proposal will have no 
adverse impacts on the 
integrity of the site, either alone 
or in combination with other 
plans or projects. 

Teignbridge District 
Council 

Adopted Local Plan  
 
Submission Local Plan (in 
examination 2013)  

Adopted in 1996 with saved policies 
currently still extant 
Emerging plan includes development 
land at Bovey Tracey, and notable 
development at the edge of Newton 
Abbot, some referring to Dartmoor 
landscape. Policy EN9 refers to 
protected habitats and species and 
EN10 to the South Hams SAC, S25 to 
Ashburton and Buckfastleigh, EN2a to 
Landscape Protection and 
Enhancement. 
 

 
No LSE – no identified in 
combination. 
 
The Submission Local Plan has 
been subject to HRA which 
states 
‘Potential ‘in-combination’ 
effects on the South Hams SAC 
will be mitigated through the 
preparation of a landscape scale 
Greater Horseshoe Bat 
Mitigation Strategy. Any 
applications received in advance 
of the completion of this work 
will have to consider the in-
combination impacts which are 
likely to require greater 
consideration of other plans and 
projects and greater evidence 
base.  
 
 

South Hams District 
Council 

LDF Core Strategy document 
(adopted) 
 
Sherford AAP 
Plymouth Urban Fringe AAP 
Ivybridge site allocations DPD 
Rural areas site allocations 
DPD 

Proposed housing and employment 
development at Ivybridge, Langage, 
Woolwell 
4,000 new dwellings by 2016 
500 new dwellings 
425 dwelling urban extension 
1015 dwellings in rural communities 
beyond 2016 

No LSE – No identified in 
combination effects. 
 
 It is considered 
that the Sherford development 
has the greatest potential (in 
terms of the 
overall Core Strategy) to impact 
upon European Sites of nature 
conservation 
significance, due to the scale of 
the development and its 
proximity to Plymouth 
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Sound & Estuaries SAC, Tamar 
Estuaries Complex SPA and 

Dartmoor SAC.  The  Core 
Strategy is considered to contain 
significant mitigating factors to 
ensure no adverse impacts on 
European Sites 

West Devon Borough 
Council 

Core Strategy 2011 (adopted) New development will be concentrated 
in Okehampton and Tavistock. 

No LSE - No identified in-
combination effects.  New 
development is concentrated 
away from European Sites 

Plymouth City Council Core Strategy 2007 (adopted) 24,500 dwellings and 130ha of 
employment land 2006-2026.  Also AAP 
relating to specific areas of the city and 
urban fringe AAP. 

No LSE – No identified in-
combination effects. 
 
The Core Strategy HRA 
concluded that subject to the 
avoidance measures identified 
the Plymouths LDF Core 
Strategy will not cause an 
adverse impact on the integrity 
of any Natura 2000 European 

Sites. 
Exeter City Council Core Strategy (adopted) Strategic housing and employment 

allocations to the south and east of city. 
HRA notes consideration of increased 
visitor impact. 

No LSE – No identified in-
combination effects.  
 
Increased visitor impact is 
however considered and the 
Core Strategy HRA 
recommends that Policy CP15 
is amended to acknowledge the 
potential need for developer 
contributions to the 
management of 
Dartmoor SAC and South 
Dartmoor Woods SAC in the 
event that the emerging 
evidence base suggests that 
such an approach is justified in 
light of increasing recreational 
pressure.   Measures are also 
suggested to reduce water 
consumption in new 
development to avoid in-
combination effects associated 
with water abstraction that could 
affect Dartmoor SAC.    
 

Mid Devon District 
Council 

Core Strategy (adopted) and 
Allocations and Infrastructure 
DPD (adopted) 

Includes land allocations at Tiverton, 
Cullompton, Crediton, Bampton and 
some of the villages. 

No LSE - No identified In-
combination effects. 
 
Core Strategy HRA identifies 
development risks away from 
Dartmoor  European Sites 

Devon County Council Devon Local Transport Plan 
2006-2011 

Includes targets relating to air quality; 
recreation, leisure and tourism; towns, 
villages and rural communities 

No LSE – No in-combination 
effects identified.  
 
Impacts associated with long-
term growth in traffic are 
assessed by local authority 
plans.   

Environment Agency Catchment Abstraction 
Management Strategies 
(CAMS) 

Manages ongoing abstraction issues for 
Torridge and Hartland Streams; Tamar; 
Taw and North Devon Streams; The 
Teign, Torbay and South Hams 
Catchments 

No LSE – No In-combination 
effects identified.  All three water 
resources zones for South West 
water are in surplus and no 
pressure on water supply from 
housing or industrial use.  

South Devon AONB South Devon AONB 
Management Plan 

Sets out the vision , policies and 
objectives of the AONB and co-ordinates 
the work of the partners 

No LSE – No in-combination 
effects identified.   
 
Management plan Ambitions are 
compatible with the purposes 
and designation of  the AONB 
therefore affects arising from the 
plan are considered negligible 
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Tamar Valley AONB Tamar Valley AONB 
Management Plan 

Sets out the vision , policies and 
objectives of the AONB and coordinates 
the work of the partners 

No LSE – No in-combination 
effects identified.   
 
Management plan Ambitions are 
compatible with the purposes 
and designation of  the AONB 
therefore affects arising from the 
plan are considered negligible 

Ministry of Defence Dartmoor Training Area 
Integrated Rural Management 
Plan  (IRMP) 2010-2020 

A strategic land management plan, to 
provide optimal and sustainable military 
training.  Within the Dartmoor Training 
Area there are three danger areas 
(RDA): Okehampton, Willsworthy and 
Merrivale.  These areas provide the 
facilities to carry out all stages of 
‘Training the Battle shot’’. Opportunities 
for dry training including using blank 
ammunition and pyrotechnics.  Other 
areas outside the RDA boundary include 
dry training areas on the South Moor: 
Cramber, Ringmoor and Sheepstor.  
Training on Private Land procedures are 
used to enter short-term licences with 
landowners for specific areas and 
facilities.  Dartmoor also provides 
opportunities for other Tactical and 
Adventurous Training including climbing 
canoeing, hand gliding, caving etc.  The 
IRMP includes aspirations and 
improvements including – 
managing/improving access, and 
managing derelict/unoccupied farm 
buildings.  

No LSE – No in combination 
effects identified. 
 
The licence and IRMP were 
accompanied by a HRA, which 
found no significant effect on the 
Dartmoor SAC from military 
activities. The IRMP includes a 
section on the natural 
environment. This lists seven 
overarching objectives that are 
designed to protect and 
enhance nature conservation 
features within the Dartmoor 
Training Area  

 
 
Table 8 screens out the potential for any further LSE from the Dartmoor National Park 
Management Plan in-combination with the specified adopted and emerging plans and 
strategies.  

2.8  Recommendations  

 
The two stage screening of the Dartmoor National Park Management Plan found four Ambitions 
with the potential to have a significant adverse effect on the conservation objectives of 
European Sites (Land Management; Recreation and Access; Tourism; Military Training).  In 
each case the screening process has considered whether any actions are required to avoid or 
cancel the possibility of a significant negative effect as a result of individual or a combination of 
Ambitions.  The detailed screening of the four ambitions found ‘No Likely Significant Effect’ to 
European Sites alone or in combination with other ambitions and plans, including plans and 
projects in neighbouring authorities.   
 
Concerns have been expressed on the effects of grazing levels having a potentially negative 
effect on Dartmoor SAC (both overgrazing and undergrazing).  However it is considered that the 
wording of the Land Management Ambition is such that these concerns can be addressed 
through appropriate wording, development and monitoring of Key Areas of Action to deliver the 
Land Management Ambition. The wording of the Land Management Ambition therefore does 
not need to be modified to avoid causing adverse effects on European Sites providing that 
specific clauses relating to European Sites are included within Key Areas of Action in specific 
Land Management cases.  It is considered that in the interests of brevity, reference of the 
purposes of National Park designation within the Plan but not reference specifically to European 
Sites, would meet the requirements of the Habitats Regulations.  These recommendations are 
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compatible with those made in work on Strategic Environmental Assessment of the 
Management Plan. 
 

2.9  Conclusion 

 
This Habitats Regulations Assessment screening has considered the Ambitions of the Dartmoor 
National Park Management Plan (2014-2019) for their potential effects on eight European Sites 
inside or within 12km of the National Park.  Provided that key actions to achieve Ambitions are 
implemented, monitored and reviewed in accordance with European Sites objectives the 
competent authority can conclude for the purposes of the Habitats Regulations 2010 that the 
plan will have no likely significant effect on any European Sites.  Natural England has been 
consulted throughout the screening process and concurs with the ‘no likely significant effect’ 
conclusion.   
 
In accordance with the Habitats Regulations there is therefore no requirement to proceed to 
further stages of a full Appropriate Assessment. 
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Glossary 

 
Appropriate Assessment (AA) An assessment of the effect of a plan or project on the Natura 

2000 network.  The network comprises Special Protection 
Areas under the Birds Directive and Special Areas of 
Conservation under the Habitats Directive (collectively 
referred to as European Sites). 

 
Avoidance Prevents impacts on European Sites from happening in the 

first place. 
 
Compensations Off-site offsetting put in place where a significant impact will 

occur, where there is on alternative, and where the plan is 
deemed necessary.  

 
Competent authority The plan-making/decision-making authority.  
 
Conservation Objectives European Sites Conservation Objectives are those referred to 

in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
as amended (‘the Habitats Regulations’) and Article 6(3) of 
the European Habitats Directive. They provide a framework 
which should inform any ‘Habitats Regulations Assessments’ 
(which may include an Appropriate Assessment) that a 
competent authority may be required to make under the 
legislation referred to above. In addition, they can be used to 
inform any measures necessary to conserve or restore the 
European Sites and/or to prevent the deterioration or 
significant disturbance of its qualifying features as required by 
the provisions of Articles 6(1) and 6(2) of the Habitats 
Directive respectively. 

 
European Sites Special  Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of 

Conservation (SACs). Includes Ramsar sites. 
 
Favourable condition Designated land is adequately conserved and is meeting its 

‘Conservation Objectives’, however, there is scope for 
enhancement.  

 
Habitats Directive Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats 

and Wild Flora and Fauna. 
 
Habitats Regulations Formally known as The Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010 (Statutory Instrument No 490).  These 
transpose the requirements of the Habitats Directive into 
domestic legislation. 
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IROPI  (Imperative reasons of overriding public interest). The 
Habitats Regulations require competent authorities to 
establish that there are no alternative solutions before a plan 
or project can be considered for imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest (IROPI).  Judgements involve and 
assessment of the importance of the proposal and whether it 
is sufficient to override the nature conservation importance of 
that site. 

 
In-combination The cumulative effects caused by the project or plan that is 

currently under consideration, together with the effects of any 
existing or proposed projects or plans. 

 
Integrity The integrity of a site is the coherence of its ecological 

structure and function, across its whole area that enables it to 
sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of 
populations of the species for which it was classified.  

 
Member State Nation state member of the EU. 
 
Mitigation Reduces the impact on site integrity to the point where it no 

longer has adverse effects. 
 
Natura 2000 A European-wide network of site of international importance 

for nature conservation established under the European 
Community Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats 
and of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC; ‘Habitats Directive’). 

 
Natural England Natural England works for people, places and nature, to 

enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, 
coastal and marine areas; promote access, recreation and 
public well-being. Natural England was formed by bringing 
together English Nature, the landscape, access and 
recreation elements of the Countryside Agency and the 
environmental land management functions of the Rural 
Development Service. 

 
Precautionary principle Prudent action which avoids the possibility of irreversible 

environmental damage in situations where the scientific 
evidence is inconclusive but the potential damage could be 
significant. 

 
 
Priority Habitat/Species Habitats and species identified by the Habitats Directive as 

being of priority importance.  Twenty-three of the UK’s 76 
habitats are highlighted as important under the Habitats 
Directive priority habitats.  

 
Qualifying Interest Feature The reasons why the European Site has been recommended 

for designation (e.g. the endangered species that occupy a 
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SAC; rare habitats that occur there; or threatened birds that 
breed or over-winter in the SPA). 

 
Ramsar sites Sites designated as internationally important wetland habitats 

under the International Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance (1976) (Ramsar Convention). 

 
Screening The process of deciding whether or not a plan or project 

requires and Appropriate Assessment. 
 
SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest.  UK national designation 

identified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)  as 
being important for wildlife and/or geology.  Over half of these 
sites, by area are internationally important for their wildlife, 
underpinning the network of Natura 2000 sites, designated as 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites. 

 
SAC Special Area of Conservation.  Site of European importance 

for nature conservation designated under the Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna Directive 
(92/43/EEC) 

 
Special Protection Area (SPA) Site of European importance for nature conservation 

designated under the Conservation of Wild Birds Directive 
(70/409/EEC). 
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Appendix 1:   Qualifying Features, Vulnerabilities and 

Conservation Objectives of European Sites within a 12km radius of 
Dartmoor National Park Management Plan boundary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dartmoor SAC:  

 
Qualifying features  

SAC Name DARTMOOR 

SAC Code UK0012929 

Grid Reference SX590864 

Area (ha) 23165.77 

General site character Inland water bodies (standing water, running water) (1%) 

Bogs. Marshes. Water fringed vegetation. Fens (42%) 

Heath. Scrub. Maquis and garrigue. Phygrana (40%) 

Humid grassland. Mesophile grassland (12%) 

Improved grassland (2%) 

Broad-leaved deciduous woodland (1%) 

Inland rocks. Screes. Sands. Permanent snow and ice (2%) 

Annex I habitats that are a 
primary reason for 
selection of this site 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix (H4010) 

European dry heaths (H4030) 

Blanket bogs (H7130)  * Priority feature  

Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles (H91A0) 

Annex II species that are 
a primary reason for 
selection of this site 

Southern damselfly  Coenagrion mercuriale  (S1044)  

Annex II species present 
as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason 
for site selection 

Atlantic salmon  Salmo salar  (S1106) 

Otter  Lutra lutra  (S1355)  

 
 
Dartmoor SAC Vulnerability:  
The ecological character of the site is, to a large extent, dependent upon long-established traditional 
farming methods. However, much of Dartmoor's blanket bog and wet heath has been affected by 
uncontrolled and unplanned fires, most of which are started deliberately.   
 
A programme of alerting the public to the dangers of starting accidental fires is already undertaken by 
the National Park Authority. In addition, a Moorland Management Forum is established so that farmers 
and conservationists can share knowledge on moorland management and reduce the potential for 
damage by fires.  A Moorland Fire Liaison Group has now been in existence for several years.  
 
One of the key nature conservation objectives for Dartmoor is to reverse the degradation of blanket bog 
and wet heath by providing stable conditions that favour bog vegetation. This objective is being pursued 
by the production of fire plans in collaboration with the Commoners' Council, Commons Associations and 
the National Park Authority, the Dartmoor Mires Project, and by promoting the Environmentally Sensitive 
Area (ESA)/Environmental Stewardship programmes (and in particular the Forest entering HLS in 2012). 
One of the two Dartmoor Farming Futures project pilot areas is located on the Dartmoor Forest. This 
project intends to have commoners, land managers and statutory agencies working together better to 
understand and manage for the special qualities of the common. Dartmoor is used for military training 
and artillery and mortar fire has led to the formation of numerous craters, and gully erosion in some 
areas. However, the use of heavy munitions has ceased since 1998 and the craters are healing 
naturally. 
 
Dry heath on Dartmoor has suffered extensive damage through overgrazing and frequent burning. 
Consequently, some areas of former dry heath have been converted to grass moorland, and large areas 
are in unfavourable condition because of low dwarf-shrub cover. Through the implementation of 
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Environmental Cross-Compliance and the continuation of the ESA programme, and the Environmental 
Stewardship scheme, the condition of dry heath should improve.   

 
Wistman’s Wood and Black Tor Copse are not fenced to exclude livestock. The low-intensity grazing 
provides ideal conditions for rich moss and lichen floras. Livestock are excluded from Dendles Wood 
however. 
 
Good quality southern damselfly habitat within the SAC is reliant on sufficient grazing levels, as well as 
good water quality and quantity.   
 
The potential impact of climate change is an important consideration with regard to this SAC.  There is a 
risk that the incidence of accidental fires and the magnitude of unplanned (intentional) fires could 
increase with the climate change scenario of more frequent extreme weather events, including periods of 
extended drought. In relation to water resources the potential drying of blanket bogs would affect this 
priority feature, and low flows in rivers could affect otter and salmon habitat.  Air quality is also important; 
wet and dry heaths are vulnerable to eutrophication through nitrogen deposition.   
 
Conservation Objectives of Dartmoor SAC (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated 
(the ‘Qualifying Features’ listed below) and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying 
species 

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats 

 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of 
qualifying species rely 

 The populations of qualifying species, and, 

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site. 
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South Dartmoor Woods SAC:  

 
Qualifying features 

SAC Name SOUTH DARTMOOR WOODS 

SAC Code UK0012749 

Grid Reference SX710701 

Area (ha) 2157.15 

General site character Inland water bodies (standing water, running water) (2%) 

Bogs. Marshes. Water fringed vegetation. Fens (2%) 

Heath. Scrub. Maquis and garrigue. Phygrana (17%) 

Dry grassland. Steppes (9%) 

Broad-leaved deciduous woodland (67%) 

Coniferous woodland (3%) 

Annex I habitats that are a 
primary reason for selection 
of this site 

Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles 
(H91A0)  
  

Annex I habitats present as a 
qualifying feature, but not a 
primary reason for selection 
of this site 

 European dry heaths (H4030) 

 
South Dartmoor Woods SAC Vulnerability:  
South Dartmoor Woods lies within Dartmoor National Park and has a high degree of visual appeal and 
areas of heavy recreational pressure. Yarner Wood & Trendlebere Down and part of the Bovey Valley 
are managed as National Nature Reserves. The whole area has a mixture of grazed and ungrazed 
woodland plus a mixture of old coppice and high forest stands. Though not a qualifying feature, lichens 
are an important component of the woodlands; lichens are vulnerable to changes in air quality and a 
perceived reduction in indicator species at this site suggests this could be an issue.   
 
The areas of dry heath are all common land and for the most part are subject to heavy grazing and 
uncontrolled fires (arson). The Dartmoor ESA scheme offers a mechanism to reduce grazing levels but 
the issue of grazing is legally complex. Measures to reduce the adverse effects of uncontrolled fires are 
being carried out by Dartmoor National Park Authority and the Dartmoor Commoners’ Council in 
conjunction with Natural England and other statutory bodies. They include enhanced communication 
through a Fire Liaison Group and the agreement of burning plans on commons. 
 
The potential impact of climate change is an important consideration with regard to this SAC.  Changes 
in water availability and in temperature could impact the species composition of this woodland site.  Air 
quality is also important; dry heaths are vulnerable to eutrophication through nitrogen deposition.     

 
Conservation Objectives of South Dartmoor Woods SAC (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated 
and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats  

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats, and 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats of qualifying species rely. 
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South Hams SAC:  

 
Qualifying features 

SAC Name SOUTH HAMS 

SAC Code UK0012650 

Grid Reference SX942565 

Area (ha) 129.53 

General site character Coastal sand dunes, Sand beaches, Machair (2%) 
Shingle, Sea cliffs, Islets (5%) 
Heath, Scrub, Maquis and Garrigue, Phygrana (10%) 
Dry grassland, Steppes (10%) 
Improved grassland (10%) 
Other arable land (5%) 
Broad-leaved deciduous woodland (25%) 
Coniferous woodland (5%) 
Mixed woodland (10%) 
Inland rocks, Screes, Sands, Permanent Snow and ice (3%) 
Other land (including towns, villages, roads, waste places, mines, 
industrial European Sites) (15%) 

Annex I habitats present 
that are a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

European dry heaths (H4030) 
Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (H6210) 
 
 

Annex I habitats present 
as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

Caves not open to the public (H8310) 
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts (H1230) 
Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines Mixed woodland 
on base-rich soils associated with rocky slopes  (H9180); 
 
 

Annex II species that are 
a primary reason for 
selection of this site 

Greater horseshoe bat  Rhinolophus ferrumequinum S(1304)  

 
 
South Hams SAC Vulnerability:  
The cave systems, disused quarries and mine-shafts used by the bats are subject to differing levels of 
disturbance, mainly through public access, recreational and caving/climbing activities.  Much of the 
Buckfastleigh Caves site is managed as a nature reserve by Devon Wildlife Trust and Vincent Wildlife 
Trust and cave studies centre. In order to minimise disturbance and maintain the integrity of the caves 
and mine workings, positive management of these European Sites will continue to be fostered through 
the preparation of site management statements, covering appropriate access arrangements/restrictions 
and monitoring. 
 
Work through the greater horseshoe bat project has increased the profile of the European Sites and 
species and a number of management agreements (Natural England) have been developed to benefit 
the bats.   
 
This SAC is composed of several separate but linked SSSIs; roost European Sites have been identified 
and designated as an SAC, however their existence is dependent on the surrounding countryside.  
Greater horseshoe bats use the wider countryside of South Devon for the majority of their activities, 
including commuting, foraging, roosting, and mating.   
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Natural England has identified the sustenance zones, as well as the strategic flyways in its 2010 
guidance (South Hams SAC – Greater Horseshoe Bat Consultation Zone Planning guidance).  The 
objective of the guidance is to facilitate the appropriate siting/planning/design of development so as to 
avoid/mitigate significant impact on the favourable conservation status of the South Hams SAC. The 
DNPA is on the South Hams SAC Greater Horseshoe Bat Steering Group, together with the four other 
relevant local authorities, and is working both strategically and reactively at the national park and wider 
level to ensure that there is minimal disturbance to greater horseshoe bat strategic flyways or 
sustenance areas through development, and to improve habitat conditions for greater horseshoe bats 
within and beyond the national park boundaries.  
 
 

 
Conservation Objectives of South Hams SAC (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated 
(the ‘Qualifying Features’ listed below) and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying 
species 

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats 

 The structure and function of the habitats and qualifying species 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of 
qualifying species 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of 
qualifying species rely 

 The populations of qualifying species, and, 

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site.  
 

 

 
 
 



 
Figure 2: South Hams SAC – Greater Horseshoe Bat Consultation Zone (Natural England 2010)
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Culm Grasslands SAC: 

 
Qualifying features 

SAC Name Culm Grasslands 

SAC Code UK0012679 

Grid Reference SS843214 

Area (ha) 768.69 

General site character Inland water bodies (standing water, running water) (1%) 
Bogs.  Marshes, Water fringed vegetation. Fens (3.5%) 
Heath. Scrub. Marquis and garrigue.  Phygrana (25%) 
Dry grassland, Steppes (2.5%) 
Humid grassland. Mesophile grassland (60%) 
1Improved grassland (1%) 
Broad-leaved deciduous woodland (7%) 

Annex I habitats that are a  
primary reason for 
selection of this site  

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils 
(Molinion caeruleae); Purple moor-grass meadows (H6410) 
 
  

Annex I habitats present 
as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix (H4010) 

Annex II species that are 
a primary reason for 
selection of this site 

Marsh Fritillary butterfly  Euphydryas aurinia (S1065) 

 
 
Culm Grasslands SAC Vulnerability:  
Culm Grassland represents Molina meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils.  Contains 
extremely diverse examples of the heathy type of fen-meadow, ranging from short, grazed swards 
through to stands that are transitional to scrub.  It is judged to be the most important location of the 
Marsh Fritillary butterfly in its major south-west stronghold.  
 
Culm Grassland is the local name given to the unimproved pastures which support a distinctive array of 
wildlife on the Culm Measures of northern Devon and north-east Cornwall. The grassland is a result of 
human activity, and to survive it must continue to be managed. The traditional methods upon which 
these meadows depend are rough summer grazing, selective burning and topping, and no application of 
fertilisers. Such management may no longer be economic; therefore, a Wildlife Enhancement Scheme 
(WES) is being.  
used to promote the continuation of traditional management. The scheme has achieved a 95% uptake 
rate with owner-occupiers.  

 
Conservation Objectives of Culm Grasslands SAC  (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated 
and subject to natural change; 
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Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying  

 species 

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats  

 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of  
qualifying species rely 

 The populations of qualifying species, and,  

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site. 
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Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA:  

 
Qualifying features 

SPA Name Tamar Estuaries  

SAC Code UK9010081 

Grid Reference SX441621 

Area (ha) 1995 

Qualifying Features 
 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta (A026) 
Pied avocet Recurvirostra avosetta (A132) 
 

 
Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA: Vulnerability:  
The complex ria system of the Tamar is close to a large conurbation, accommodates military and 
commercial shipping and is popular area for a variety of recreational activities. The single scheme of 
management being developed under the EC Life Programme will address all issues such as: increased 
pressure for moorings and associated facilities; port development; coastal squeeze; dredging; bait 
collection; and risk of accidental oil pollution. Current management is underway to address concerns 
over bait digging and loss of intertidal habitat to land claim.  
 
Conservation Objectives of Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA  (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SPA and the individual species and/or assemblage of species for which the site has 
been classified and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features 

 The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features 

 The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely  

 The populations of qualifying species, and,  

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site. 
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Exe Estuary SPA:  

 
Qualifying features: 

SPA Name Exe Estuary  

SAC Code UK 9010081 

Grid Reference SX 980841 

Area (ha) 2345.71 

Qualifying Features Podiceps auritus: Slavonian Grebe (Non-breeding) (A007) 

Branta bernicula bernicula; Dark-bellied brent goose (Non-

breeding) (A046a) 

Haematopus ostralegus; Eurasian oystercatcher (Non-breeding) 

(A130) 

Recurvirostra avosetta; Pied avocet (Non-breeding) (A132) 

Pluvialis squatarola; Grey plover (Non-breeding) (A141) 

Calidris alpina alpina; Dunlin (Non-breeding) (A149) 

Limosa limosa islandica; Black-tailed godwit (Non-breeding) (A156) 

Waterbird assemblage 

 
Exe Estuary SPA: Vulnerability:  
The Exe comprises a variety of habitats which together provide one of the most important sites for 
wintering and passage waterfowl in the south-west. The area is subject to a variety of recreational uses 
which has potential for disturbance to waterfowl. Dredging takes place in the approach channel which 
could have an adverse effect on the Dawlish Warren Sandspit and sediment movement patterns. The 
Exe Estuary Management Plan addresses the recreational, disturbance and potential oil spill issues 
whilst dredging operations and mussel bed proposals are subject to the provisions of the Habitats 
Regulations which require assessment of any plans or projects which may affect the site. A Regulatory 
Order is proposed which would make further mariculture projects licenceable and English Nature would 
then be fully consulted. Substantial areas are managed as nature reserves by the RSPB, local wildlife 
Trust and local authorities. 
 
 

Conservation Objectives of Exe Estuary SPA  (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SPA and the individual species and/or assemblage of species for which the site has 
been classified and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features 

 The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features 

 The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely  

 The populations of qualifying features, and,  

 The distribution of qualifying features within the site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



50 
 

Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC:  

 

Qualifying features: 

SAC Name PLYMOUTH SOUND AND ESTUARIES 

SAC Code UK0013111 

Grid Reference SX472506 

Area (ha) 6402.03 

General site character Marine areas, Sea inlets (50%) 
Tidal rivers, Estuaries, Mud flats, Sand flats, Lagoons (including 
saltwork basins) (40%) 
Salt marshes, Salt pastures, Salt steppes (5%) 
Coastal sand dunes, Sand beaches, Machair (2%) 
Shingle, Sea cliffs, Islets (3%) 

 

Annex I habitats present 
that are a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time 
(H1110) 
Estuaries (H1130) 
Large shallow inlets and bays (H1160) 
Reefs (H1170) 
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietailis maritimae) (H1330) 
 

Annex I habitats present 
as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; 
Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (H1140) 
 

 

Annex II species that are 
a primary reason for 
selection of this site 

Shore Dock Rumex rupestris (S1441) 
 

Annex II species present 
as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason 
for selection of this site 

Allis shad Alosa alosa (s1102)  

 
 
Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC Vulnerability:  
The complex ria system and wide rocky inlet of Plymouth Sound are popular with visitors, close to a 
large population, and accommodate military and commercial shipping. Potential threats therefore 
include: increased pressure for recreational moorings and associated facilities; port development; 
ongoing maintenance dredging. A single scheme of management has been drafted to address these 
issues. Both the geology and geography of Plymouth Sound make it very sensitive to oil pollution. A 
review of the oil contingency strategy has been  
completed, along with appropriate training.  
 
Conservation Objectives of Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC  (Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated 
and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying  

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/habitat.asp?FeatureIntCode=H1110
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 species 

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats  

 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of  
qualifying species rely 

 The populations of qualifying species, and,  

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site. 
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Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone Marine SAC, SCI, cSAC:  
 

Qualifying features 

SAC Name START POINT TO PLYMOUTH SOUND & EDDYSTONE  

SAC Code UK0030373 

Grid Reference SX 828372 

Area (ha) 34076.13 

Qualifying Features Reefs  (H1170) 

 

 
 
Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone Marine SAC, cSAC, SCI: Vulnerability  
Operations likely to affect the habitat are: 
i) Physical loss by removal, smothering, siltation or abrasion; 
ii) Toxic contamination by introduction of synthetic or non-synthetic compounds; 
iii) Non-toxic contamination from changes in nutrient loading, organic loading, or changes in turbidity; 
iv) Biological disturbance by Introduction of non-native species and translocation or selective extraction 
of species. 
 
Conservation Objectives of Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone Marine SAC, SCI, cSAC  
(Natural England, 2014) 
With regard to the SAC and the natural habitats and/or species for which the site has been designated, 
and subject to natural change; 
 
Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the 
site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring; 
 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats  

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats, and  

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats rely 
 
 
 
 

  
 


